
  

LATEST DIGITISATION PROJECTS

AT ESTONIAN FILM ARCHIVES

Gerli Rebane

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF ESTONIA

BAAC  CONFERENCE, RIGA 2014



  

PART ONE

EFA presentation in 2011 by Mairold Kaus - 
digitising analog video formats

• aim: create digital video in 3 different formats:

- master files for long term preservation on LTO-tapes

- user file formats as SD MXF video files

- file format for web – FIS database

• result: 2,157 video files were created -> 1,422 
titles can be viewed online in FIS database



  

Digitising 30 hours of nitrate films

• preparation works:

- selection of material: newsreels and chronicles from the 
beginning of the 20th cent and filmscraps never viewed before

- ordering necessary equipment for prep work – e.g tape slicers, 
film leaders etc

• during prep works obstacles appeared 

- 800 metres of film was physically too deteriorated to be 
scanned and thus had to be copied on new reels - done using 
wetgate technology at Filmlab in Finland

- finding the tenderer for scanner stalled the project for half a 
year



  

• process and results

- tenderer – NPO Eesti Digikeskus (Estonian Digi 
Centre) using scanner SteadyFrame 

scanner is installed in our building but not owned by 
National Archives of Estonia

- films scanned as a TIFF-sequence in 2K for long term 
preservation on LTO-tapes

- user and control files in HD MXF @ 24fps format



  

• process and results

- determine provenance of the filmscraps that had 
never been viewed at the archives due to 
physical/chemical conditions and lack of equipment 

colleague Mr Pearu Tramberg going through each 
and every scrap to exact their provenance

- screening of the film 

"Tshekist Commissar Miroschtschenko" – the 
public was able to see the film again for the 1st time 
after 1925

 

http://www.efis.ee/en/film-categotries/movies/id/438
http://tellimused.ra.ee/001_Filmiarhiiv/miroshenko/


  

Digitised films in database FIS

•  enables researches in Estonia and abroad to choose material 

for their projects:

watch films -> choose TC's -> place the order -> receive invoice-
>make payment-> receive files in wished format via FTP

•  as the result most popular material – i.e newsreels, chronicles 

– are now being widely used in TV programmes, 
documentaries – home and foreign – and feature films

•  however the SD files we have no longer meet the 
requirements of present day filmmakers who are all interested 
in receiving 2K and with each day – higher – resolutions. Thus 
they need to have the negative print or intermediater scanned. 



  

PART TWO



  



  

EFG1914 european film gateway

• digitisation project focusing on films and non-film 

material from and related to WWI 

• From Feb 2012 until Feb 2014

• 26 partners – among them 21 European film archives 

•  main goals:

- to digitise 661 hours of film + ca 5,600 film-related 
documents on WWI

- to give access to the material through the European Film 
Gateway and Europeana

- to build a virtual exhibition using selected objects digitised in 
EFG1914



  



  

Project results

• digitised 660 hours of film and ca 5,500 film-related 
documents from and about WWI digitised

• given access to ca 740 hours of films and 6,100 
film-related documents through the European Film 
Gateway and Europeana

• built a Virtual Exhibition using selected objects 
digitised in EFG1914



  



  

About the portal

• EFG1914 covers all the different genres and sub-genres 
relevant in that time:

newsreels, documentaries, fiction films, propaganda films

• also gives access to anti-war films mainly produced after 1918 
which reflect the tragedies of 1910s. Important because only ca 
20% of the complete silent film production survived in the film 
heritage institutions

• therefore, EFG1914 set out to digitise a crucial part of the 
remaining moving image records, mostly undiscovered by the 
public



  



  



  

EFA at EFG

Estonian Film Archives provided EFG 1914 project with:

6 films as AV material:

●  Tartu and its Surroundings (1912)

●  Tartu Volunteer Firefighters’ Society Celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary (1914)

●  Pathé newreel no 37 (1917) 

● Chronicle: Russia 1917, Brest-Litovsk 1918

● USA in WW I (1917)

● Feature film "Young Eagles" (1927) 



  

6 films



  

EFA at EFG

Estonian Film Archives provided EFG 1914 project with:

2,345 photos for non-AV material depicting actual 
war acitivities:

action on the front

battles

war techology

soldiers, generals 

everyday life in Estonia during the war



  

2,345 photos 



  

An interesting find

• Album – Pulemjotnaja Gorka – Ložmeteikalns –
Machine Gun Hill – 87 photos

• Christmas Battles Dec 1916-Jan 1917 – photos of 
German positions taken after the Russians had 
defeated the Germans

• For the 1st time the Latvian Riflemen went to battle 
as an independent army unit based on nationality

•  Photos: aerial photos of positions, trenches, 
warning bell for gas attack, dugouts, lavatories etc



  

Ložmeteikalns – Pulemjotnaja Gorka – 
Machine Gun Hill



  

Ložmeteikalns – Pulemjotnaja Gorka – 
Machine Gun Hill



  

Thank You!

Gerli Rebane
gerli.rebane@ra.ee

mailto:gerli.rebane@ra.e
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