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What is 
Europeana?



Europeana’s vision and mission

→ Europeana is a catalyst for change in the world of 
cultural heritage.

→ Our mission: The Europeana Foundation and its Network 
create new ways for people to engage with their cultural 
history, whether it’s for work, learning or pleasure.

→ Our vision: We believe in making cultural heritage openly 
accessible in a digital way, to promote the exchange of ideas 
and information. This helps us all to understand our cultural 
diversity better and contributes to a thriving knowledge 
economy.



History of Europeana 
→ April 2005: Jacques Chirac wrote to European Commission President 

José Manuel Barroso, recommending the creation of a virtual 
European library

→ EC’s Information Society and Media Directorate had been supporting 
European digital information exchange projects for 15 years

→ September 2005: publication of EC’s i2010 strategy on digital libraries

→ 2007: European Digital Library Network – EDLnet – began building 
Europeana, funded under i2010

→ November 2008: Europeana prototype launched 

→ Summer 2010: prototype became an operational service funded under 
the EC’s CIP ICT-PSP (Competitiveness and Innovation Framework 
Programme)

→ January 2011: New Renaissance Report published - endorses 
Europeana as ‘the reference point for European culture online’

→ September 2012: Europeana  metadata released under CC0 waiver, 
making it freely available for re-use



→ 29m records from 2,200 
European galleries, 
museums, archives and 
libraries

→ Books, newspapers, 
journals, letters, diaries, 
archival papers

→ Paintings, maps, 
drawings, photographs

→ Music, spoken word, 
radio broadcasts

→ Film, newsreels, 
television

→ Curated exhibitions

→ 31 languages

Europe’s cultural heritage portal



The Digital Agenda for Europe
‘Europe has probably the world's greatest 
cultural heritage. Digitisation brings culture 
into people's homes and is a valuable 
resource for education, tourism, games, 
animation and the whole creative industry. 
Investing in digitisation will create new 
companies and generate new jobs.’

Europeana is Europe’s ‘flagship digitisation 
project’ and ‘one of Europe’s most 
amibitious cultural projects, and a successful 
one. It is a trusted source for our collective 
memory and a representation of European 
cultural heritage online.’

Neelie Kroes      
European Commission 
Vice-President 
for the Digital Agenda



What does Europeana  
provide?



Europeana data

→ 29 million items 

→ From every domain 
e.g. galleries, libraries, archives, museums, audiovisual collections

→ From all 27 EU member states, plus an additional 7 countries

→ Portal interface available in 31 languages

→ 17m images

→ 11m texts

→ 486,000 sounds

→ 189,000 videos

→ 14,000 3D objects

→ Video and sound = 2.5% of Europeana data but research shows that 
users are 10-times more likely to click on audiovisual content than any 
other kind



What makes up a Europeana record?

Thumbnail/preview

Metadata

Link to digital 
objects online 



Why join Europeana

→ Consultancy and advice on legal and technical issues

→ Tools

→ Europeana Network 

→ Trusted source for documentation

→ Continue to set standards on a legal and technical level

→ Highlight and showcase your good work

→ Metrics about usage of Europeana data



Who provides 
content to 
Europeana?



How does Europeana get its data?

→ Through its aggregation structure, Europeana represents 2,200 
organisations across Europe

→ From 150 Aggregators

• Promoting national aggregation structures

• More efficient than working with every individual content provider

• Helps to achieve international standardisation

→ End-user generated content

• Crowd-sourcing projects such as Europeana 1914-1918 and 
Europeana 1989



Who submits data to Europeana?

Domain Aggregators National initiatives

Audiovisual 
collections

National Aggregators

Regional Aggregators
Archives

Thematic collections

Libraries

e.g. Musées 
Lausannois

e.g. 
Culture 
Grid, 

Culture.fr

e.g. The 
European 
Library

e.g. APEX

e.g. EUScreen, 
European Film 
Gateway

e.g. Judaica Europeana, 
Europeana Fashion



Types of aggregators

Pan-
European

National Initiatives
National Organisations

National Organisations
Direct Suppliers

Europeana
Projects (themes)

Projects (domain)
Single Domain
organisations

Natio
nal

Singl
e

Dom
ain

Cros
s

dom
ain



Accessing and re-using 
Europeana data

Pan-European 
Audiovisual Aggregator 
for Europeana



Television heritage







Metadata

 Massive uploads

 Schema Mapping Service

 Quality Control

 Europeana Preview 
Services

MAPPING TOOL ANNOTATION TOOL

Item and 
Group Level Annotation

Connection with 
EUscreen Thesauri

Search and Browsing 
Services

Based on EBUcore 
Mapped to the Europeana Data Model





Ongoing: 
Exhibitions

Contextualisation





Partners



Aggregated Collection



Core Collection





Design Workshops



Policy & Advocacy



Structure 



Dates
April 2014 Strategic workshop on awareness in 
IPR regulations concerning audiovisual material
August 2014 First International Conference

Info
www.euscreen.eu
info@euscreen.eu
twitter – facebook 



Participate
1.Share experience? Access & IPR Survey
2.Online much? Join the network

Contact
joris.pekel@kb.nl
t: jpekel

everbruggen@beeldengeluid.nl
t: erwinverb 
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