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Digital expansion of Soviet Estonian newsreels collection:
Challenges and new perspectives

KADI SIKKA
BAAC Conference 28.10.2022



140 hours
digitised and analysed content

275 hours 1000 hours
entire newsreels collection 35 mm analogue film

collection at the
Film Archive of the
National Archives
of Estonia
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Estonia Film, Tarfus.
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1920s 1934p1940 1940p 1988 1989p 1998
Produced by Produced by Produced by Produced by
Estonia Film Eesti Kultuurfilm Eesti Kultuurfilm, Kinokroonika Tallinnfilm
Eesti Stuudio, Kinokroonika
PY Tallinna Stuudio, Kunstiliste ja

Kroonikafilmide Tallinna
Kinostuudio, Tallinna
Kinostuudio, Tallinnfilm
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https://www.eha.ee/fa/public/index.php?act=search_detail&a_id=3712&isik=&autor=&esitaja=&string=&pealk=&mark=&mod=3&lang=et&nocache=1649590290
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https://www.eha.ee/fa/public/index.php?act=search_detail&a_id=3491&isik=&autor=&esitaja=&string=&pealk=&mark=&mod=3&lang=et&nocache=1649590344
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http://www.eha.ee/fa/public/index.php?act=search_detail&a_id=4293&isik=&autor=&esitaja=&string=&pealk=&mark=&mod=3&lang=et&nocache=1641753346
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http://www.eha.ee/fa/public/index.php?act=search_detail&a_id=4842&isik=&autor=&esitaja=&string=&pealk=&mark=&mod=3&lang=et&nocache=1641753444

Digitisation

O Action Plan for the Digitisation of Cultural Heritage (Ministry of Culture,
EuropeanUnion structural fund investments).

O«

2020p 2023: 140 hours of newsreels (1940p1972) + 105 hours of
documentaries and narrative features (1940p 1993).
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The Soviet Estonian newsreels collection consists ofaround 1 400 titles
produced between 19401 1988.

News stories Y thematic newsreels Y documentaries.
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Understanding of technology and principles of the analog lab workflow.

Speaking with authors & technical staff of the Tallinnfilm studio.

Collection Additional
mapping training

Archival sources Interviews
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Preparation work

O PreparationY comparison Y conservation
0 4K digitisation in Tallinn (Scanity)

0 Fourtimes busier workflow

O Strict schedule

0 Largevolumes (1000+ reels), complicated logistics



O« O«

O«

35 mm black-and-white film.
Original film elements of newsreels are physically preserved irEstonia.
Available elements N, P, DP, DNjncluding nitrate and acetate film from
the vaults of the Film Archivein Tallinn and Rakvere.
. . Research

Atlas Decision tree Master thesis: project:

of common + Estonian Academy TaIIinn. Blog articles
film degradations guidelines of Arts

University



1966

produced in UK (Harrow)

acetate film

Kodak

strip number (28)

perforator number (169)



l acetate film Shostka Chemical Factory (Shostkinskii khimzavod)l
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Pildi komplektiosa

Tervikluse hindamisel vita arvesse jargmist:

» kas on kindlasti tegemist esimese
pélvkonna DP-ga (kopeeritud N+H);

« valgus/vérv on médratud, mistéttu hea
allikas digitaalseks jareltdtiuseks;

» juhul, kui muud valiku kriteeriumid on ka
tdidetud, siis eelista seda, kuna on
‘tbendoliselt autorite ndgemusele lahim
representatsioon ja paremas seisukorras
kui prejitseeritud positiivid.
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Otsusta litekohtade arvu ja seisukorra ning teiste
igiteerimi p i sobivate i
Tervikluse hindamisel vita arvesse 4 clemasolu pahjal, kas valik on pahjendatud véi on
+ efektide, kirjade puudumine negatiivil ja liga
nende olemasolu jargmise pdlvkonna
komplektiosadel;
= negatiivil ei ole varvifvalguse madramist
tehtud, mistottu on digitaalne jareitootius
mahukam (vGimalusel eelista master DP-d);
+ heli komplektiosa (H, M, P, DP, DN) ja
identsus, valtimaks hiljem El »
P heli ja pildi sii i imi
> -
- >
JAH
- $  + heas sei <
JAH El
>
* terviklik - Heli olemasolul kasuta seda vii vali esmajarjekorras o B

magnetheli ja jirgmisena méni teine parim optilise heli
komplektiosa.
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Russian subtitles



defect of optical soundtrack




vinegar syndrome stage 0 vinegar syndromestage 2




redox blemishes




removal of
old tape




splice @—e
before & after
conservation



