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Uus Tootsi, 1951
EFA.203.f.758

https://www.eha.ee/fa/public/index.php?act=search_detail&a_id=3712&isik=&autor=&esitaja=&string=&pealk=&mark=&mod=3&lang=et&nocache=1649590290


Nõukogude Eesti nr 15 
(1/5), 1949

EFA.203.f.621

https://www.eha.ee/fa/public/index.php?act=search_detail&a_id=3491&isik=&autor=&esitaja=&string=&pealk=&mark=&mod=3&lang=et&nocache=1649590344


Nõukogude Eesti nr 36
(5/6), 1958

EFA.203.f.1090

http://www.eha.ee/fa/public/index.php?act=search_detail&a_id=4293&isik=&autor=&esitaja=&string=&pealk=&mark=&mod=3&lang=et&nocache=1641753346


Nõukogude Eesti nr 9
(5/9), 1968

EFA.203.f.1639

http://www.eha.ee/fa/public/index.php?act=search_detail&a_id=4842&isik=&autor=&esitaja=&string=&pealk=&mark=&mod=3&lang=et&nocache=1641753444


Digitisation

● Action Plan for the Digitisation of Cultural Heritage (Ministry of Culture, 

European Union structural fund investments).

● 2020–2023: 140 hours of newsreels (1940–1972) + 105 hours of 

documentaries and narrative features (1940–1993).

● Partners: Prasad Corporation Private Limited (India, UK), Ratus OÜ (Estonia), 

MTÜ Eesti Filmi Andmebaas (Estonia).



Heritage!

EFA.203.f.1039



● The Soviet Estonian newsreels collection consists of around 1 400 titles
produced between 1940—1988.

● News stories → thematic newsreels → documentaries.



Production of newsreels by Tallinnfilm studio and its predecessors between 1940–1997. Source: FIS, 2022



The number of individual news stories produced between 1955–1965. Source: FIS, 2022
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People behind 
the scenes!
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● Understanding of technology and principles of the analog lab workflow.

● Speaking with authors & technical staff of the Tallinnfilm studio.



EFA.203.f.686

Film!



Preparation work

● Preparation → comparison → conservation

● 4K digitisation in Tallinn (Scanity)

● Four times busier workflow

● Strict schedule

● Large volumes (1000+ reels), complicated logistics



● 35 mm black-and-white film.

● Original film elements of newsreels are physically preserved in Estonia.

● Available elements: N, P, DP, DN, including nitrate and acetate film from 

the vaults of the Film Archive in Tallinn and Rakvere.



Kodak acetate film produced in UK (Harrow) 1966strip number (28)

EFA.203.f.1613

perforator number (169)



acetate film Shostka Chemical Factory (Shostkinskii khimzavod)

EFA.203.f.
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Russian subtitles
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defect of optical soundtrack
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Data!



● Descriptive and administrative metadata

● Physical characteristics of each element

● Degradations: type, location, extent

Condition
survey

Workflow Analysis



Manufacturers of film stock by film element. Source: FIS, 2022



Occurrence of deteriorations. Source: FIS. Photo: Saara Kruus, 2022



Occurrence of deteriorations. Source: FIS. Photo: Saara Kruus, 2022



Occurrence of deteriorations. Source: FIS. Photo: Saara Kruus, 2022
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Access!



● Archives’ platforms
FIS, Meediateek (database)
Arkaader (VOD)

● Estonian Film Database
EFIS (efis.ee)



Nõukogude Eesti nr 11
(5/6), 1956

EFA.203.f.947

https://www.eha.ee/fa/public/index.php?act=search_detail&a_id=4150&isik=&autor=&esitaja=&string=&pealk=&mark=&mod=3&lang=et&nocache=1644909140
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