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FINA’s Digital Audiovisual Archive 



FINA – THE BEGINING AND 
ITS ARCHIVAL RESOURCES

• National Film 
Archive-Audiovisual Institute was 
created by merging two polish 
cultural institutions in 2017.

• Polish National Film Archive was 
the biggest film archive in 
country, that owned over          
600 000 analog and digital film 
carriers;

• National Audiovisual Institute 
was an institution dedicated to 
preserving and supporting the 
audiovisual and audio 
broadcasting heritage.



Both institutions had their own 
digital preservation systems 
and the characteristics of 
stored data were different, 
with only few similar 
standardization solutions.
In 2017 resources of both 
companies were merged.
After that, the idea of 
creating FINA’s new archival 
digital database came 
along.



RESOURCES AND 
STANDARDS

After the fusion, our complete audiovisual 
resources became con-generic.
At the moment our archive consists of:

• films and additional materials connected 
with film production f. ex. posters, scenarios, 
costume and scenography projects, etc.);

• all kind and genre of television productions; 
• live theatre recordings, 
• collection of video-arts or other modern art 

audiovisual works, 
• radio broadcasts, 
• collection of music albums or single music 

productions,
•  unused production footages and any 

more audiovisual works.



FEW WORDS ABOUT 
METADATA STANDARDS

• There are few of preservation standards useful for 
audiovisual content.

• Creating the digital archive depends on the individual 
philosophy of cataloguing the resources.

• In time of highly intensive digitization and acquiring 
digital-born productions, flat metadata models are not 
efficient enough to preserve information and AV files

• Steadily, tendencies to create digital archives in spatial 
construction (mostly using FRBR or MARC-21 standards) 
are getting more recognized as effective solutions in 
audiovisual preservation.



CHALLENGED TO 
CHANGE

• FINA Digital Repository was responsible for implementing 
FIAF Moving Images Manual into the cinematographic 
digital resources description. 

• Implementing the CEN and FIAF standards helped in 
various ways in creation process of new metadata 
schemas

• FIAF Moving Image Catalogue Manual is an archival 
standard based on FRBR solutions, but it was adjusted 
and extended to film characteristics, and it has 
successfully incorporated CEN audiovisual description 
norms.



CHOOSING THE FIAF MOVING 
IMAGE CATALOGUING MANUAL

• During the resources analysis we 
unveiled similar points in all 
cinematographic and audiovisual 
works. The characteristics of audio 
resources also had many common 
elements in their source metadata 
description.

• We decided to based our metadata 
description in digital database on the 
CEN EN 15907 norm and FIAF standard, 
but we wanted to supply them with 
elements from other standards (f. ex. 
EBU television standard or museum 
description norms used in the biggest 
polish museums such as Polish National 
Museum and Zachęta Gallery).
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PROS AND… CONS?

• Choosing the metadata structure that divides our data 
into 3 level of description, helps in organizing our 
information and, what is even more important from UX 
point of view – gives the opportunity to personalize users 
work.

• It also helps with adjusting the data from the source 
database to the website managing structures for 
accessibility purposes of our archive.

• But adapting the specialized standard is demanding for 
users – they need to have essential understanding of 
cinematographic technical and theoretical knowledge.



THE IMPLEMENTATION

• Adapting  several elements from other audiovisual 
description standards into already established database 
was relatively easy in terms of integration, because of 
the 3 level hierarchy.

• Describing resources in spatial structure gives the 
opportunity to migrate data separately for each level. 

• After understanding the foundation of metadata 
division, broadening the data schemas concentrates on 
assigning the data to similar description levels.





STRUCTURES AND 
RELATIONS

• Integration with FIAF metadata structure in our 
adaptation consists of WORK level metadata dedicated 
to every group of archival resources.

• For example, we create WORK level for films, another 
one for TV production and similar in shape, but more 
characterized one for radio broadcast.

• Each WORK level metadata scheme is builded in similar 
fashion for usability purposes

BUT! 
• The default data inserted into metadata objects are as 

dedicated to each genre as it is possible.



Theatre recording Cinematographic work



RADIO BROADCAST 



RELATIONS AND 
PERSONALIZATION

• To acquire proper description for variety of archived 
materials we needed freedom in creating the relations 
between objects.

• At the moment, we can easily link objects with 
agents(objects dedicated to people and institutions) 
and additional information objects (events) to create 
detailed and highly accurate metadata set.

• All of mentioned materials are described in the similar 
structures of metadata. But what is the most important – 
the description elements (such as thesaurus or controlled 
vocabularies) are in some areas dedicated only to single 
genre description.



• Tutaj screen z porównaniem formatek



ACCESIBILITY AND 
EDUCATION

• Integrating with 3 level model has direct impact to the 
personalization of available data.

• Because of many levels of data, separated by context 
and parts of works life, we can make only some of them 
accessible for chosen groups of users

• We created special group of permissions for our 
recipients, dedicated only for browsing  needs. 

• Special accounts  connected with our internal database 
are available in the MEDIATEKA for any person who 
wants to search in our archive . 





IN CONCLUSION
• The spatial and leveled structure of metadata can be helpful 

in case of rebuilding your archive
• Knowing other standards and choosing useful parts to adapt 

them into your data structures.
• Choose the most usable standards, implement them into your 

digital manager, but don’t be afraid to take parts from other 
solutions – experience is the highest value so using the proven 
solutions is a good way to create your complex and ideal 
description method.

• Keep in check with your institution workflow – your database 
should be a representation of the way your institution 
functions

• A spatial type of describing your metadata gives the 
opportunity to use them in various cases (f. ex. in 
applications, for education, etc.)



THANK YOU! 

Joanna Kaliszewska – FINA Digital Repository

joanna.kaliszewska@fina.gov.pl


