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Piano rolls: general info

Produced mostly in 1890-1932

Different types of rolls (65, 73 and 88 notes)

US became world leader in 1920-1930 

(millions of rolls and titles)

All piano rolls industry stoped before 2WW

Piano rolls extended sound recording heritage with 

unique and rare recordings: famous pianists, world 

popular music, ethnic music

Not fully catalogued and researched until nowadays



Piano rolls: collections and research

Only few state collections known in the world 

(Vienna, Berlin, Washington, Maryland, Los Angeles, 

San Francisco)

Rich and valuable privat collections (mostly in US) 

are difficult to access and research

Need of a special instrument – pianola or player 

piano – to play and research rolls

Digitizing process have many discussions and 

sometimes is not the best way for preservation of 

recorded music (dublicate? re-play? scan? photo?)



Piano rolls: what it is?



Piano rolls: registries and catalogues



Piano rolls: archives and libraries



Piano rolls: archives and libraries



Collecting and describing
Preservation and digitization
Instrument restoration
Research library
Collaboration

Piano rolls: archives and libraries



Piano rolls: an instrument

Upright pianola

Push up pianola



Piano rolls: copying process

Up to 16 rolls
(QRS Buffalo factory)



Piano rolls: scanning

scanning speed using the Ethernet microcontroller 
interface is about 250 scan lines/sec



Editing „master roll“

Piano rolls: scanning



Collection: Lithuanian piano rolls



Contains 70 piano rolls with Lithuanian music 

Collected between 2009-2015 by Darius Kučinskas

Newly recorded in Buffalo, NY, in 2010-2014

Catalogued and published in December, 2014

Collection obtained by Library in Autumn, 2015

Published on-line in Spring, 2016

Collection: Lithuanian piano rolls



Published in US between 1916 and 1932

Published mainly by 3 companies: 

Connorized Song Words

US Word Roll

QRS

Collection: general overview



342 rolls (384 tracks) fixed in the Complete Calatogue

Only 173 rolls were discovered, described de facto

and recorded onto 7 CDs added to a Catalogue

Collection: general overview



Over 60% contain Lithuanian folk music and arrangements

Up to 40% contain professionally composed music

Collection: structure



Revolution songs

Religious songs

Patriotic songs

Nature of Lithuania

Love songs
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Collection: thematic structure



Jonas ŽEMAITIS (1868-1932) 

Collection: composers and publishers



Vincentas NICKUS (1886-1938)

Collection: composers and publishers

http://adp.library.ucsb.edu/index.php/matrix/detail/900002304/B-28268-Pony_dance


Stasys ŠIMKUS (1887-1943)

Collection: composers and publishers



Stasys ŠIMKUS (1887-1943)

Call sign of Voice of America
1942-2004

Collection: composers and publishers



International repertoire published as “Lithuanian”

Collection: other music



International repertoire published as “Lithuanian”

Call sign of Lato z Radiem
at Polskie Radio since 1971

US 10450

Dedukas Polka

(=Clarinet polka, Polka Dziadek)

Catalogues: MTR-1921/VI.27, US-1926, US-1927/V

The same roll: QRS F8466 (Senelio polka)

Collection: other music



Arranged and played(?) by Sam Perry 

(Samuel Perelstein)

1884-1936

Collection: arranged and played by...



Unknown musician

[Samuel Perelstein (?)]

Collection: arranged and played by...



Collection: newly recorded by...



Collection: newly recorded by...



Collection: presentations

International Vilnius Book Fair, 2011



Collection: presentations

Stanford University, 2015



Collection: presentations

Lithuanian Theatre, Music 
and Cinema Museum, 2015 



Collection: presentations

Online presentation, 2016



Collection: presentations

Online presentation, 2016



Thank you!


