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Piano rolls: general info

Produced mostly in 1890-1932
Different types of rolls (65, 73 and 88 notes)

US became world leader in 1920-1930
(millions of rolls and titles)

All piano rolls industry stoped before 2WW
Piano rolls extended sound recording heritage with
unique and rare recordings: famous pianists, world

popular music, ethnic music

Not fully catalogued and researched until nowadays



Piano rolls: collections and research

Only few state collections known in the world
(Vienna, Berlin, Washington, Maryland, Los Angeles,
San Francisco)

Rich and valuable privat collections (mostly in US)
are difficult to access and research

Need of a special instrument — pianola or player
piano — to play and research rolls

Digitizing process have many discussions and
sometimes is not the best way for preservation of
recorded music (dublicate? re-play? scan? photo?)



Piano rolls: what it is?
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Piano rolls: registries and catalogues

THE BILLINGS ROLLOGRAFPHY

YOLUME ONE
QRS WORD ROLLS, 99-6000

PLAYER PIANO MUSIC
FROM 1917 TO 1934

Ginny and Bob Billings Mechanical Music Reggistry Projeect

Wourlitzer-Apollo Era DeKalb Factory Output Database Report
Serial Numbers 105,000 to 107,599 (latter part of 1927 to latter part of 1928)

This three-volume set has been compiled,

edited, written, typeset, reproduced, bound Grouped by Year and Instrument Type; Indexed on Serial Number
and published by Sunday, August 11, 2013
ROCK SOUP Ledger information courtesy of Q. David Bowers and the Archives Deptartment, Smithsonian Institute
Ginn}-‘ and Boh B'I"'II‘I_I:_'S Copyright © 2013 by Mechanical Music Press, et, al. - All Rights Reserved
1518 Sunnyslope Avenue Total items listed in this report: 2424

Belmont, CA 94002

Style Notes: 1. Undecipherable or missing characters and/or digits are indicated with a tilde or swung dash (~) character.

2. Editor's comments and/or additions to the text are shown in "[]" brackets.

Copyright © 1990 by Ginny and Bob Billings
A‘ “ l"lllh[ﬂ l‘-E-ﬁtE'l'\."E'd. il’lfl'le.iI‘lE; H’I-E‘ I."I I'.‘:l"l.[ I.'llé l“-E'pl“Dd.'Llf [iﬂl’l 'm_ W |"'I.I.'l|-E' oF 'm_ Pﬂ it 'm ANV ﬁ.'ll"l"l!. 3. All pianos shown in the report were manufactured in Wurlitzer's DeKalb, lllincis, factory. However, any and all Wurlitzer North
= - iy - - Tonawanda factory output, such as coin pianos, photoplayers, organettes, mortuary organs, and theater organ pianocs, are

Fublished in the United States {'lf America h}' Gin I"l‘:.-' and Bob Bill in_gs specifically excluded from this report. Also excluded are blank unassigned serial numbers

4. The original ledger material has been slightly edited and obvious spelling errors and omissions corrected, but in all instances the
original intent has been preserved. Otherwise the reader would be confronted with an endless number or annoying (sic) notations.

1927 Ledger Sale/Shipping Date Entries

Style 703 EE Piano
S/N Style Name and/or Typ Finish Ledger Date

105468 Style 703 EE Piano Brown Mahogany 12/14/1927
Destination: Greenville, Tex.

105500 Style 703 EE Piano Brown Mahogany 11/30/1927
Destination: Atlanta, Ga

Total Items for Style 703 EE Piano: 2

Style 707 Piano
S/N Style Name and/or Typ Finish Ledger Date




Piano rolls: archives and libraries

ETHNOMUSICOLOGY
REVIEW

Sounding Board Archive

K7 Like | snare Jif0

Highlights from the Ethnomusicology Archive: the
Robert Berkman collection

Submitted by Maureen Russell on August 8 2013 - 8:3%m

Robert "Bob" Berkman is one of a handful of performing pianclists in
the world today. Instead of the purely mechanical renditions often
associated with the player piano, Berkman's performances sparkle
with life and emotion through his expert manipulation of the pianola's
subtle controls. In addition to his performance expertise, Berkman
worked at one of the last companies that produced piano rolls, and is
a well-known collector of piano ralls and an expert in the subject. He
donated an important collection of piano rolls to the UCLA Ethnomusicology Archive. The collection
includes a wide variety of musical traditions, including Spanish, Greek, Polish, Czech, ltalian, Hungarian,
and German piano rolls.

Author, topic

What's New

More Ethnomusicology
Archive recordings now
online on California Light
and Sound on the Internet
Archive

The UCLA
Ethnomusicology
Archive is
pleased to
announce that
more recordings from the
Archive's collections are now
available online as part of the
California Light and Sound
Collection on the Internet
Archive. California Light and
Sound iz a project of the...

Thinking Historically,
Being Present: Kuwait,
Summer 2016

SEARCH



Piano rolls: archives and libraries

;f:‘ STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

My Account Feedback Staff login

About v Libraries v+ Using the libraries v+ Collections ~

Research support »

Home » About > Projects > The Player Piano Project

The Player Piano Project
presented by the
Stanford Department of Music & Archive of Recorded Sound

The Player Piano Project promotes study and research into all aspects relating to the player piano and
organ, especially as they relate to historically informed performance practice of the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. The Project seeks to bring together researchers, musicians, and others
interested in contributing to knowledge of the player piano and organ.

._‘ soundarchive@stanfo...

Stanford's new player piano collection brings sounds of histo... 4

The Player Piano A
Project

About the Project
Collections
Audio [ Video
Press

Links

Contacts




Piano rolls: archives and libraries

April 17-18, 2015

REACTIONS#RECORD

L].‘r' ilk‘ ! ":i ;11(‘1 Irance

2015 Reactions to the Record Symposium:
The Player Piano Project

ot vome f scredu I paricpans J orecions J Regsaion

Testimonials | Reviews

2015 HOME
OVERVIEW
PAST SYMPOSIA Overview

The 2015 Reactions to the Record symposium will take place April 17-18 in Braun
Music Center on the Stanford University campus and will focus on an exciting new
initiative at Stanford, The Player Piano Project. It will feature a concert with the

CO”@Cting and describing Stanford Syn}phony Orchestlra in Bing ancen Hall on Saturday, April 18th that will

showcase this remarkable historical medium. The Player Piano Project is an

Preservation a nd d Igltlzatlon outgrowth of the Reactions to the Record events and a collaborative effort of the

Stanford Department of Music and the Archive of Recorded Sound with support from

Instrument resto ration individuals and institutions around the globe.

c Reactions to the Record highlights work in performance practice that engages
ResearCh Ilbra ry historical recordings as vital source material. Central to this interest are

COI |a boration performances inspired by historical models and efforts toward revival. Presentations
in related areas include cultural studies in performance, methodologies of
performance analysis, and performance in historical narrative.




Piano rolls: an instrument
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Piano rolls: copying process
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Piano rolls: scanning

scanning speed using the Ethernet microcontroller
interface is about 250 scan lines/sec



Piano rolls: scanning

Editing ,,master roll“



Collection: Lithuanian piano rolls




Collection: Lithuanian piano rolls

Contains 70 piano rolls with Lithuanian music
Collected between 2009-2015 by Darius Kucinskas
Newly recorded in Buffalo, NY, in 2010-2014
Catalogued and published in December, 2014
Collection obtained by Library in Autumn, 2015

Published on-line in Spring, 2016



Collection: general overview

:NiVlLNIAUS ¢
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Lithuanian

/| Lietuva Brangt
‘ (Lithosaian Wosd Roll)

Vai Varge, Varge g:

 Stasys Simkus

Published in US between 1916 and 1932

Published mainly by 3 companies:
Connorized Song Words
US Word Roll
QRS



Collection: general overview
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342 rolls (384 tracks) fixed in the Complete Calatogue

Only 173 rolls were discovered, described de facto
and recorded onto 7 CDs added to a Catalogue




Collection: structure

Over 60% contain Lithuanian folk music and arrangements

Up to 40% contain professionally composed music

.T raﬁ Reg.. S
Arranged

' \< MEILE 1 1.00 1 F6186 75
“\ Lithuanien = \m KLUMPAKOJIS
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Collection: thematic structure

60
50
40
30
Love songs
20 Nature of Lithuania
Patriotic songs
10

Religious songs

Revolution songs



Collection: composers and publishers

Jonas ZEMAITIS (1868-1932)

e
IETUVAITE

ML

T

H oz
/ 1.00 I
AS LIETUVAITE [

A. Zemaitis
© I A. Zemaitis
Printed in U.S.A. §

Zodiei Meiles Tarnaitas
Sutaise muzika J. A. Zemaitis i

B Lithuaniar

B 459 0T

| Myliu Lietuva
g Duetas
l‘ J. A. Zemaitis |
% (Lithuanian Word Roll) |
&a ©1924 1. A. Zemaitis r::'
h—.‘;u -
Trade Mark Reg.

ORD ROL
WF8416

1.00
Pas Motinele
Baniulio-Zemaitis
© J. A. Zemaitis, 1924
Lithuanian Printed in U.S.A.
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Collection: composers and publishers

Vincentas NICKUS (1886-1938)

~ ZIRGELIS. No. 1.

Mus Stasiukas, tai vyrukas:
Greitai sukas, kaip ratukas;
Jodinéja ant Zirgelio,
Musa takta ant bugnelio.
Kai uzsédo ant zirgelio,
Tuoj iSjojo uz miestelio:
Jojo greitai per girele,
Simta myliy pas mergele.
Muzika
Kad prijojo berzynélj,
Pasistaté Zirguzélj:
Riso zirga prie berzelio
Salia kelio, ant kalnelio.
Cia atéjo merguzele,
l : Grazi, ja::]::g mies¢ic
A Tare: sveikas, be
PONT DANCE K daiyst eyt
Muzika
Ja Stasiukas tuoj pazino,
Pas berzelj pavadino:
Atsisédo pries sault
udé ‘Onul



http://adp.library.ucsb.edu/index.php/matrix/detail/900002304/B-28268-Pony_dance

Collection: composers and publishers

Stasys SIMKUS (1887-1943)

Muzika ——

ST SIMKAUS

B 15leido Petronio knygynas
E Haune 1923




Collection: composers and publishers
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WORD ROLL
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SALTYSIUS

(Lithuanian)

Printed in US

Stasys SIMKUS (1887-1943)
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Collection: other music

International repertoire published as “Lithuanian”
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Polka %
Opr. Fr. Przyhylsk:

Dedukas Polka
Lithuanian
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Collection: other music

International repertoire published as “Lithuanian”

Dedukas Polka

Lithuanian
GRALAK MUSIC o,

ticoldiesbutgoodiés™
ng;xm 5 Rozgckﬁgo

REGULAR |

MUZVYKA-

IR PRZYBYLSKI

parfiskoes

W.H. SAJE%JSK,I
1017 Mi wa\\A C(D mj

US 10450

Dedukas Polka

(=Clarinet polka, Polka Dziadek)
Catalogues: MTR-1921/V1.27, US-1926, US-1927/V

The same roll: QRS F8466 (Senelio polka)

=

“7452

Clennet Polka

' "by  f Lawrence Cook
c Kortlundq!

xncmsmol Co.
>rinted in U.S.A.

Call sign of Lato z Radiem

at Polskie Radio since 1971



Collection: arranged and played by...

e ————— 't:::as@
“\ A. ANTPUSAICO |
Il 187 LEISTA ROLLE
M SU ZODZEIS

| == - I 4375 ':
120 mm VIERNAS = |
| VIERNAS KAREIS KAREIV‘fis
@l Arreby S. A. Perry LITHUANIAN WORD ROLL | |
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Arranged and played(?) by Sam Perry
(Samuel Perelstein)

1884-1936



Collection: arranged and played by...
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Unknown musician

[Samuel Perelstein (?)]



Collection: newly recorded by...
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Collection: newly recorded by...
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©® 2010 KTU 001
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Kaunas: Technologija
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LITHUANIAN MUSIC FOR PIANOLA

Robert Berkman, pianola




Collection: presentations

YA -
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International Vilnius Book Fair, 2011



. presentations

Collection

Stanford University, 2015



Collection: presentations

Lithuanian Theatre, Music
and Cinema Museum, 2015

LIETUVOS NACIONALINES MARTYNO MAZVYDO BIBLIOTEKOS —

RITINELIY PIANOLAI KOLEKCIJOS
PRISTATYMAS

2015 m. lapkricio 18 d., treciadienj, 17.30 val.
Lietuvos teatro, muzikos ir kino muziejuje, renginiy saléje (Il aukste)
Vilniaus g. 41, Vilnius

Pristato:
Prof. dr. Darius KuCinskas, Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto Muzikos akademija
Zivilé Casaité, Lietuvos nacionaliné Martyno Mazvydo biblioteka

Muzikuoja:
Paulius Steponavicius, Lietuvos teatro, muzikos ir kino muziejus
Mjimas b
Peojekry pubiituony v fondo (NPDAF) Visiado ir garso sschyvo phites I sideids [sigyjent unitaily

XX & pe. Betuvlky ritindly planciel kolskoly” fnaraucls Listuvcs kuftros tarybe I Listuwes Respubliics kuftlros seinisterlje




Collection: presentations

Kolekcijos Tezauras Darbo viety rezervavimas DUK UZklausa Pagalba

Persokti j turinj

Bibliotekos » Muziejai » Archyvai

Lietuvos kulturos paveldo paieska

Ieskoti rezultatuose

I8 viso rasta paveldo jrasy: 61 Garsas 61

Rodyti po: |10 *

s . g
Antpusat's Special
- T T =]

13
'-*,Liepele Paolka .-‘

Lithuaminn Daoce

Pagal laikotarp] (nuo seniausio) ¥ | ROSiuot Rodyti po vieng

Ant kalno karklai siubavo / music by Mikas Petrauskas. - 1916,
MCMXXI 1921

» perZilréti skaitmeninto objekto vaizdus

Nacionaling biblioteka

PloksStelés kiiriniai™

Liepele polka / [muz. V. Nickaus]. - 1920-1932

» perfilréti skaitmeninto objekto vaizdus

Nacionaling biblioteka

Ploksteles kiriniai™

Pamylejaun vakar / parase Stasyvs Simkus. - 1920-1932

» perZilréti skaitmeninto objekto vaizdus

. L Simi

Online presentation, 2016

Teskoti

Patikslintoji paieSka

Laikotarpis
Pafyméti sarasa

1900-2000

Tiekéjas
PaZymeéti sgrasy

MNacionaling biblioteka 81

Autorius
Paiymeéti sarasy

Zemaitis Jonas 11

Patranclkac Mikac in



Ant kalno karklai siubave / mmsic by Mikas Petrauskas. - 1916, MCMXXT 1921

Pt r ol ctr]  perdinreti skaitmeninto objekio vaizdus

Tipas

Hotewial

TEbeidima ducmenys
Py

Daugiay infamaciis ape
abjelty

Raito sitena

Kb

[Pastabhos

Susijusios vielos
Plokstelés kiriniai
Ant kalro karklai siubavo

(¥ garsas

Mikas Petrauskas

QRS [191€]

popierius, 1 ritinélis pianolai (88 KaviSams) défutéje; Archywing kopija: 35MB Viesos
prieigos kopija: 4MB

Macionaling biblioteka

lotymy

liatunviy angly

Su dainos tekstu

Eleid, data nustatyta i8: Kufinskas, D, Listuviska muzika pianolai. Kaunas, 2014, p, 29
Skaitmenintas objektas: Vilnius; Listuvos nacionaling Martyno Mafwdo bibliotzka)
2015 11 17

Projektas "Virualios elektroninic pavelde sistemeos (VEPS) plétra” yra finansucjamas &
Europos Sajunges struktininiy fordy

IEteklizus apimtis: 1 garso failas

Priziga prie archyvirgs kopijos teikia LNB

Skaitmenintas objektas & Ant kalno karklai siubave [Garso jradas] : suvelbiediy daina |
music by Mikas Petrauskas, - Printed in U.S.A,, [1915], @ MOMXEI [1321]. - 1 ritinélis
piarolsi (28 HaviSams) dafutéje

Vartotojo kopija: sistemos reikalavimal interneto narsykls

Archrping kopijar kreipties biidas: Listuvos nacionalinés bibliotekos kompiutarinis
tinklas

Originalas suskaitmenintas WAV formatu; vanotojo kopija - MP3 formatu

Listuna







