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Current extent of Europeana

• a single access point to Europe’s cultural 
heritage…
• …aggregates metadata records - at 
continental scale - from 3,000 cultural 
heritage institutions across Europe…
• … that link to 45 million objects: photos, 
books, paintings, sounds, videos, etc, from 36 
countries
• multilingual interface in 32 European 
languages



Europeana content

• From galleries, libraries, archives, museums, AV 
collections
• From all 28 EU member states, plus 8 other countries

→24m images

→16m texts

→0.52m sounds

→0.70m videos

→21,000 3-D objects
• Note: sound = 1.5% of total, but x10 number of accesses



→“Europe’s Sound Heritage 
at your fingertips”

→Feb 2014 – Jan 2017

Europeana Sounds project

→Represents the 5th 
aggregation domain, 
alongside EFG, 
EUscreen, APEX, TEL

→Funded by EC’s ICT 
Policy Support 
Programme



Objectives
→ Double the number of audio items on Europeana, to >1m; 

additional 0.2m related items: scores, texts, images, videos

→ Improve discovery and use by enriching and cross-linking 
metadata for 2m audio and related items

→ work with rights holders to unlock access to Europe’s audio 
heritage

→ Improve usability by creating Europeana channels for audio 
and other content

→ improve Europeana’s technical infrastructure for 
aggregating time-based content 

→ Promote among end-users and other content providers

→ build a sustainable network of content providers with IASA





Link different digital objects

Sounds, images, photographs, sheet music, etc.



Europeana channels

Music Channel test site: http://music.europeana.eu/





Playable, 
taggable, 
shareable, 
embeddable 
audio

User playlists

Semantically 
similar objects



Enrichment



24 organisations from 12 countries 

7 National Libraries
5 Archive & Research Centres
2 other Public Bodies 
4 Non-profit Organisations 
3 Universities 
3 Companies 

+ work with SoundCloud, 
HistoryPin - and IASA

europeanasounds.eu

Project partners



IASA’s role

→ Europeana Sounds Task Force

→ Sustain work after project ends

→ Advocacy for audio heritage

→ Seek funding

→ Invite Associate Partners

→ Training programme for aggregation

→ Disseminate skills and tools to other IASA 
members

→ Get involved!

http://www.iasa-web.org/


LITHUANIAN
FOLKLORE

ROAD TO 
EUROPEANA



FROM 
HERE...



TO 
HERE...



Lithuanian Academy 
of Music and Theatre

Musicology Institute 
Ethnomusicology 
Department

CONTENT



1980

Irla irla ukum pukum

(harvesting song turning 
lullaby, in Lithuanian)

Since the 16th century, historians/ethnographers 
mention the end of harvest and pasture in 
autumn. During this holiday, a goat was 
sacrificed. In the 20th century, songs written 
about the goat are assigned to children’s 
repertory. This is probably due to the increasing 
influence of Christianity, when the significance of 
rites were lost and turned into songs for children’s 
games.

Recording by Kotryna Pilinkienė, DIZI (http:
//bit.ly/1I8o32z).

Image: Goat mask, photo by Gaila Kirdienė, CC-
BY.

http://failai.dizi.lt/es/klf1170.mp3
http://failai.dizi.lt/es/klf1170.mp3
http://failai.dizi.lt/es/klf1170.mp3
http://failai.dizi.lt/es/klf1170.mp3
http://failai.dizi.lt/es/klf1170.mp3
http://failai.dizi.lt/es/klf1170.mp3
http://bit.ly/1I8o32z
http://bit.ly/1I8o32z
http://bit.ly/1I8o32z


FI
LE

S
M

E
TA

D
A

TA

COLLECTION

METADATA



EXCEL  > CSV > MINT



MAPPING LOCAL METADATA SCHEME  
TO
EDM SOUNDS PROFILE
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BENEFITS 
FOR 
ORGANIZATION?



AWARNESS RAISING 

 

DEVELOPED 
WORKFLOWS

MINT SKILLS

MOBILE FRIENDLY WEB SITE



[teaser video on this slide]

Europeana Sounds teaser video: to be inserted here later



Get involved

https://www.facebook.com/soundseuropeana

@eu_sounds

www.europeanasounds.eu



thanks for listening!

Richard.Ranft@bl.uk 
Juozas@dizi.lt


