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Establishing of the National Oral History project/archive

■ National Oral History (NOH) project was 
established in 1992 at the Institute of 
Philosophy and Sociology (University of 
Latvia).

■ It was created and led for many years by prof. 
Augusts Milts (1928 – 2008).

■ Preconditions – National Reawakening and 
the subsequent flow of memories

Life-stories are present in literature, mass media, as well as 
in mutual relations of people, but we can also look at them as a 
source for new research and findings which are created by the 
initiative of the researcher. 



1) To document, generalise, and analyse life stories and make them 
available to a wider public;

2) To preserve life stories as intangible cultural heritage;

3) To develope and popularize oral history as a scientific, popular, 
and democratic instrument for knowledge.

Alongside collecting (through field works and individual 
interviews) and storing life stories, research work is carried out 
constantly. 

Main goals and research directions:



Publications of the NOH group
Currently there are more than 70 publications, which constitute the 

largest amount of information available in Latvian on 
methodological approaches and theoretical problems of 
biographical research.

Books in English (some freely available on the Internet):
■ Oral History Sources of Latvia: A Selected Collection of Latvian Life Stories (2004)
■ Oral History: Migration and Local Identities (2011)
■ Oral History: Dialogue with Society (2013) 
■ Baltic refugees in Gotland in Photographs by David Holmert 1944-1945 (2015)



■ NGO «Lifestory - Latvian Oral History Researchers Association»

■ Guidelines for interviewers and memory writers
«The goal of this book is to prepare new interviewers as well as
inspire writers of memories, whose methodologically correctly
organised work can bring greater diversity of experiences to 
collections of authentic biographical sources as well as to Latvian 
historical memory and cultural experience in general.»

■ Training seminars

Involvement of society



http://www.dzivesstasts.lv  

Creation of a new website:
mutvarduvresture.lv (LV)
oralhistory.lv (ENG)

Facebook: Lifestory - Latvian Oral 
History Researchers Association

E-infrasructure

http://www.dzivesstasts.lv/


NOH – 4500 lifestories!





Content of the Archive

■ Lifestory interviews – the narrative is organized by the 
interviewee. 

■ Oral history interviews – the interviewers have guided the 
narrative by fixed set of questions. 

■ Average interviews are 2-3 hours in lenght.



The agreement

Author: name, surname
Place and time of birth
Address, telephone
Date and time of the interview
Length of the interview
Interviewer: name, surname
Address, telephone

I,                     , permit to use my memory story in research and to be published 
both in print and digital format (including Internet). I give my permission to use 
photos and images from my personal archive for research and publications. I 
allow myself to be taken pictures of or be recorded on video during the 
interview. I agree to include my memories in the National Oral History Archive.
Restrictions for use (if any):

Signature of the author:
Signature of the interviewer:



Documentation of the interview

For the recorded interview to become a source of research, it 
must be accompanied by precise information about the author and 
interviewer - its origins, time, place, and participants. 

■ The agreement 
■ The description of the author – nationality, religion, education, 

work experience, interests/membership in any organisations, 
information about parents, spouses, children etc.)

■ The description of the interview – interviewer describes the 
conditions and pace of the interview, overall atmosphere, 
openness of the author, main themes, mentioned places and people 
etc.)





Access to the Archive
■ NOH Archive’s sources are used in 

academic research of different level (high 
school student scientific research work, 
bachelor, master and doctoral thesis, 
research projects) in the fields of history, 
sociology, social anthropology, 
folkloristics, linguistics etc.

■ Following the fundamental ethical 
principles of a researchers and conditions 
of use as defined by the author of the 
interview, the archive is available at the 
premises of the NOH project at the 
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology 
(Kalpaka blv. 4-325, Riga)





Possible directions of research

A review of the NOH database reveals that life stories 
include the following historical experiences:

■ Beginning of the 20th century, World War I, Latvian State 
(First Republic), War of Independence

■ World War II: Soviet and German occupation; repressions; 
resistance; national partisans; soldiers; refugees

■ Soviet period: post-war life; collectivization; everyday life; the 
mass deportations of 1949; professional and social history

■ Exile: refugees, Latvians abroad; repatriation
■ Restoration of national independence, Latvia from the 1990s to 

the present



Contacts: 

www.dzivesstasts.lv

Lifestory - Latvian Oral History Researchers 
Association

E-mail: krumina.maija@gmail.comE-mail: 
krumina.maija@gmail.com, mara.zirnite@gmail.com

Address: Kalpaka blv. 4-325

Welcome!

http://www.dzivesstasts.lv/
mailto:krumina.maija@gmail.com
mailto:mara.zirnite@gmail.com

